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OPEN HOUSE – AUGUST 12TH

On Saturday, August 12, the DCCL held its annual Open House at the pheasant farm.  About 60 people attended the event.  Ed Brost and Dave Pulda served up a great menu of grilled sandwiches and delicious sweet corn.  As always, the members provided excellent side dishes and desserts to complete the meal. 

                 Cooks, Ed & Dave getting into action

The children’s raffle for those under age 16 was won by Benjamin Drifke, who took home a tent and sleeping bag.  It was hard to tell who has happier, our winner or his grandfather, Jim Drifke.

Two raffles were held during the Open House.

The top prize in the adult raffle was a 12-gauge over and under shotgun, won by Ron Brinkman.  Ron stated, “this is the first gun I have ever won in many years of attending banquets and buying raffle tickets”. 

                      Smiling Ron Brinkman winning his first gun
William Briggs took home a beautiful fish print as the second prizewinner.  Bill is not a member as of yet, but stated he would be joining soon.   (continued on next page)

It was a great day of seeing old friends and enjoying a wonderful meal.  The farm was in great shape, as were the birds. 

            Thanks to Dave Wilken for his wonderful prairie

 Thanks to everyone who made this day the wonderful event it is every year.  Make sure you watch your newsletter and the website for upcoming events and mark your calendars!  It seems like all our get-togethers just keeping getting better and better.  Hope to see everyone joining in the fun times sponsored by your Dane County Conservations League.

THOUGHTS FROM THE PREZ: 

                          Ed Brost

All the pheasants are now out and in the wild.  A special THANKS to Lowell Carter for being the DCCL sales contact.  He took lots of calls and used many of his Saturday mornings filling orders for people.  Also THANKS to all who helped in bringing another successful bird raising season to a successful conclusion.  REMINDER:  To anyone who still has a bird crate in their possession, PLEASE RETURN IT!!.

Maybe it’s just my age but I am wondering if there will be any natural area left in Dane County for hunting.  It seems to me the townships and cities are letting people build anywhere they want.  Give credit to Kathleen Falk for her efforts in conserving some of Dane County for future generations.  With elections coming up, watch the record of who you vote for.  It surprises me of all the anti-conservation representatives and senators we have in Wisconsin.

                          Yours in Conservation, Ed

SEPTEMBER MEETING

Three wardens from the Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources made our monthly meeting not only fun but informative.  They talked about all things hunting.  Chronic wasting disease and deer hunting was the main topic. The wardens also talked and answered questions on pheasant hunting and the stocking program, duck, turkey and quail hunting.  The few rule changes were covered in what was one of the best presentations by the wards in recent memory.

Brad Ward, a member who returned after an eight year hiatus, won the big prize of the evening, a 12 gauge shotgun.  Four other people went home with very nice prizes also.

Our monthly meetings are always a good time to meet all the people from the League while being exposed to some very interesting subject matter being given by our speakers.  Check the calendar for our October speaker, bring a friend, and see you at the V.F.W. 

NOMINATION FOR DCCL YEARLY AWARDS

The DCCL is once again awarding plaques to the person or persons nominated in these three categories: Conservationalist of the Year, Member of the Year, and Youth Member of the Year.  

Anyone wishing to throw a name in the ring for any award should mail their nominee’s name to the league post office box before the December board meeting.  If you want to bring your nomination to the Board of Directors, do so at the December meeting.  The Board of Directors are always looking for member input on these awards, so send in your choices and be at the January membership meeting for the awards program.

TIME

               By:  Farley James

For the most part, advancing age hasn’t hit me with any big surprises.  I’m not wondering why my eyesight isn’t so hot or I can’t seem to hear tree frogs and bird songs with my right ear.  For the most part I can still get out and do things I like to do, or worse the things I’m supposed to do.  What has caught me flatfooted is the way my days evaporate away in the seeming blink of an eye.

Here it is, the beginning of hunting season and the best I can do is say I have my licenses and stamps.  I haven’t even found my duck calls, let alone practiced blowing them (my wife would suggest that this is not a bad things).  I 

did shoot a couple rounds of trap a month or so back, just enough to know my shooting needs some serious improvement.  Scouting has consisted of seeing a few turkeys and a deer track or two while cutting firewood.

Actually, I did take the rifle out in pursuit of the local herd of squirrels that frequent our wood lot.  They apparently decided to hole-up, but not before notifying the mosquito population that fresh meat was on the way.  Frost is a beautiful thing.

Tomorrow duck season opens and my waders probably still have the same holes in them they had at the end of last season.  (You would think they would heal over time, but

they don’t).  I do remember “shoe goo-ing” a few decoys last winter, victims of wanton 

ground swatting followed by earnest claims that “they were just off the water”.  My favorite duck hunting cap has disappeared, my waterproof gloves are now a waterproof glove that leaks. And I have one or two or six of every shell known to man, evenly distributed between nine half-full boxes.  Is it really true you can’t use lead shot anymore?  (Just kidding).

When I was a boy I spent hours pouring over Field and Stream, Outdoor Life, and similar titles waiting for the chance to partake in the experiences I read about.  Today I have scores of Grey’s Sporting Journals that have never even been taken out of their mailing jackets, 

and I like reading Grey’s?  Just no time.  No time for preparation.  No time for planning.  No time for anticipation.  And worst of all, no time to get out there and do the things that have brought me great pleasure for over 50 years.

I can’t explain why.  My family is grown, my work schedule is flexible, my health is good, I can afford shells (as long as I stay away from needing the latest “unobtanium” shot) and there is plenty of opportunity in terms of places to hunt.  Maybe the tree frogs and birds have the answer.  I’ll try listening with my left ear.

EARLY BEGINNINGS

     By:  Jack Bell, League Historian

Wisconsin State Journal – February 14, 1946

Many Sign Up for Fox Hunt – “purpose is more business than sport”

Dane County sportsmen are signing up in large numbers for next Sunday’s foxhunt at Verona and Sun Prairie, Roy L. Straus, who will guide the Western group reported today.  At least 35 to 40 will join his group at Verona, Straus said; and many also will take part in the Eastern Dane County hunt led by Lawrence Gaumitz out of Sun Prairie.  The unprecedented interest in the event, Straus said, is due to a realization that the fox has become such a menace to pheasants and rabbits that “we’ve just got to kill them”. 

Shotguns with course shot will be used Sunday when the outing will be more “business” that “sport”.

Ten years ago the red fox was not considered much of a menace in Dane County because the species was not numerous, and there were none east of Madison, Straus said.  Now they have spread over the entire county and into 

adjoining counties, and comprise 90% of the fox population.  The peak cycle predicted by scientists passed two years ago and the foxes are still increasing.

The State of Wisconsin paid $100,000 in fox bounties last year at $2.50 a head, and counties pay additional bounties of $2.50 to $5.00, Straus said.  The largest pack of dogs ever assembled for a hunting sponsored by the Dane County Sportsmens League has been promised for Sunday’s event, he reported.  Dogs for the Western group will be supplied by Walt Kernerser, Lodi; Lee Cripps, Madison; John Wahl; and Roy Straus.  Hounds for the Eastern hunt will be furnished by Frank Nate; Marshall; Elmer Martin, London; Corey Bodeman, Deerfield; and Harry Mason, Lake Mills.  Hunting groups will meet at the two centers at 8 a.m.

Update From Culver Conservancy

On Oct 21st, there will be a workday at the Culver Conservancy to do some planting of the prairie.  They are doing it this fall instead of a year from now. The prairie is going to be planted in what is currently a soybean field directly west of the parking lot.  On the western edge of that field is buckhorn and honeysuckle which MUST BE REMOVED.  The tree line will be taken care of by a local developer.   FOR TIME AND FURTHER INFO, please check the DCCL website.    Food and beverages will be provided for volunteers after the completion of the day.  

HIGHWAY CLEANUP

Yours truly and three other hardy souls hit the League’s portion of the 18-151 highway for clean-up duty on Saturday, September 30th.
Heading toward the farm the clouds looked pretty ominous but as luck would have it, the clouds broke and the sun appeared.  Bill Lawrence, Wayne Fosdal and his grandson, Jason Yates and myself started out.  This year was probably the best year we have had. We only collected 4 bags of trash, and a couple of tires. 

            Our hearty crew: Bill, Jason and Wayne

People seem to be more aware of what they are throwing out of their windows (let’s hope).  Registration from a truck from Indiana was the only interesting item we found this year.  

The four of us finished in about an hour, just in time as the clouds rolled back in and it started to rain. 

MEMBERSHIP

To all league members and friends of the Dane County Conservation League.  Now is the time of year your dues are up for renewal.  Our membership runs from January 1 to December 31.  Please take the time to review your membership status.  All people with a “04” on their mailing label, this is the last newsletter you will receive if you don’t renew your membership.  The DCCL is only as strong as the support we get from all of you.

The membership dues underwrites all the projects the conservation league does throughout the year.  To name a few of the great programs you help make possible are: the running of the pheasant farm, our scholarship grants, and all the environmental and social projects the league is involved with.

Once again, look at your membership status, fill out the form found on the back page of the Newsletter, and renew your commitment to the league. 

 A membership could also make a great Christmas gift to that person on your list who enjoys all the tings the DCCL stands for.  You can help get someone new included in the Dane County Conservation League.

LEAGUE CALENDAR- 2006

October


17       Board of Director’s Meeting

24 Membership Meeting

                                                                Speaker:  Dave Taylor, Director of Special Projects

                                                                           at the Madison Metropolitan Sewerage District

                                                                “Development of the MMSD Wildlife Observation Area”
November


14
Board of Director’s Meeting





28        Membership Meeting – 

                                                                 Speaker:  Dan Gunderson, Director of Youth Expo

December


19
Board of Director’s Meeting

January, 2007                         16        Board of Director’s Meeting

23 Membership Meeting – Election of Board of Directors

All membership meetings are held at the VFW Hall, 133 E Lakeside St., Madison, beginning at 7:30 p.m.  Board meetings are also held at the VFW Hall, but begin at 7:00 p.m.   Members are welcome to attend.

