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JANUARY MEMBERSHIP MEETING

Happy New Year to all DCCL members and happy 75th Anniversary to DCCL!  Our first membership meeting of 2008 will be held on January 22.  As in the past, this is our annual meeting, with election of one-third of your Board of Directors.  The importance of a good turnout at this meeting can’t be overstated.  It helps steer the course the League takes for the next three years.  Nominations for the four open director positions will be taken from the floor that night, with the election to follow.  Those running for the Board must be a member in good standing with 2008 dues paid.

Our speaker will be Kevin Wallenfang from the Rocky Mountain Elk Foundation.  Kevin is the  Great Lakes Initiative Program Director.  He will update us on the Foundation’s work and progress the northern Wisconsin herd is making.

Mark January 22 on your calendar – come for the fellowship, participate in the election, learn about Wisconsin’s elk herd, and maybe even win a great raffle prize.

Membership meetings are held at 7:30 p.m. on the 4th Tuesday of each month, September through March, at VFW Hall, 133 E. Lakeside St., Madison.  

BIRDHOUSE BUILDING

Our annual nest structure building is scheduled on February 16.  We will be assembling bluebird and wood duck houses this year.  The pieces are all pre-cut and just need to be screwed and nailed together.  DCCL will provide doughnuts, coffee, milk and juice to energize the workers. 

The event will take place in the basement of the VFW Hall, 133 E. Lakeside St., Madison, beginning at 9:00 a.m.  If you can bring a power screwdriver or drill, it would be a great help.  Anyone who comes to help that day gets to take home one bluebird house for themselves.  See you at 9:00 on February 16.  

MEMBERSHIP MEETINGS

September – The September membership meeting continued our tradition of inviting the DNR wardens to update us on the changes in hunting regulations and provide insight into what we could expect out in the field this year.  

The four wardens brought us up to speed on new regs, as well as many of the challenges facing the DNR.  They also led a lively question and answer session. 

                   (DNR Wardens)

Bill Schmied took home the top raffle prize, a 12-guage camo Benelli Nova.  Brad Ward walked away with a nice fishing rod & reel after being the second lucky number drawn.  

The monthly raffle had many other great prizes, 

as is always the case at our membership meetings.

                                                                    (Brad & Bill with their prizes)

October – George Meyer, Executive Director of the Wisconsin Wildlife Federation, was our speaker for the October meeting.

George gave an interesting and informative talk on legislation that is important to conservation groups throughout Wisconsin.  He also urged all members to get involved and stay on top of all bills being acted on by writing our legislators and sharing our concerns and opinions with them.

        (Ed Brost & George Meyer)

This was also the night we gave all the Hunter Safety graduates under the age of 18 a free chance to win a gun in the youth raffle. 

Four students showed up and all left with

a very nice prize. The monthly membership

raffle also had many great prizes. 

 (Our future hunters)

Marv Cutrell was the first prize winner, 

taking home a Stoger 12-gauge shotgun.

                     (Marv showing off his new gun)

November – Dan Gunderson, “Gundy” from the Big Wild radio show and the Wisconsin Outdoor Education Expo, gave a nice presentation on the Expo.  Dan talked about the 2007 Expo and changes expected for the 2008 event.

  He emphasized the importance of getting young

  people interested in outdoor activities. The Expo 

  gives 4th and 5th grade students from across the

  state a variety of “see, touch, do”  opportunities

  to try everything from canoeing to firearm safety

  and anything in between.  

                                                                                                                                                  (Ed Brost & Dan Gunderson)

Dwaine Rundle won a Remington 870 shotgun in the monthly raffle.  Maybe it will be your turn to win a great prize at the January meeting – hope to see you there.  

         
   (Dwaine also was a big winner)  
    

LETTER FROM THE PREZ

2007 was a successful year – thanks to the time and work put in by the Board of Directors

and all the members.  Workdays varied from putting up Purple Loostrife pens to highway cleanup, bird house construction and many other projects.  We lost two long time members in Bob Domek and Bob Zimmerman.  They will be greatly missed.  

As my term as President comes to a close, my personal thanks goes to the Board of Directors that helped me along the way and to all the members that put in their time in all our projects.  Be sure to attend the January meeting to participate in our annual elections.  You must be a paid up member to vote.  Thanks for the memories.

In Convervation, Ed Brost, President

NOMINATIONS FOR MEMBERS OF THE YEAR

Each year, DCCL recognizes those who have made a difference with our Member and Conservationist of the Year awards.  We are accepting nominations for adult and youth Members of the Year for 2007.  As the name implies, these awards are only open to DCCL members.  We also recognize a Conservationist of the Year.  This person does not have to be a member, but should have contributed significantly to conservation efforts in Dane County.  Please send your nomination to: DCCL, P.O. Box 44039, Madison, WI 53744 by January 14  or contact a Director.  Nominations should include both the person’s name and the reason you think they are deserving of the award. 

HIGHWAY CLEAN-UP

The fall highway clean-up turned into a family affair.  Almost half of the nine people who cleaned our one-mile stretch of Highway 18/151 were members of the Fosdal family.

 
After enjoying some delicious doughnuts and beverages, we set out on our quest.  The fall clean-up always produces a little less trash than in the spring, but we managed to gather eight bags of garbage.  

                     (Granddad & grandkids)

These two workdays are a great way to get in some work hours.  Our spring clean-up will take place on April 26.  As always, we will meet at the pheasant farm at  9:00 a.m.  The farm is located on County Road J, just off Hwy 151 between Verona and Mount Horeb.  We hope to see some new faces along with the returning workers.  
CHECK YOUR ADDRESS LABEL

Please take a moment to look at your mailing address and note the year above your name.  If it shows “2008” or “LIFE”, you are current with your membership.  If it has “2005” above your name, this is the last newsletter you will receive.  We hope that anyone who hasn’t renewed in the past two years will take the time to do so this month.  

.

DCCL membership is based on the calendar year.  In addition to the newsletter, your dues help support all the League activities throughout the year.  As a member, you are eligible to receive pheasants or quail by putting in work hours at the many events and projects DCCL sponsors or participates in.  We hope you find the time to fill out the membership form provided in this newsletter.  The Dane County Conservation League truly appreciates your continued support.

BANQUET SNIPPET

Mark  your calendar for April 24th to attend the annual DCCL banquet to be held again at the Heights in Verona.  This is the 75th Anniversary of the League and the banquet should prove to be the best ever.  Watch your mail for further information.  

EARLY BEGINNINGS – Jack Bell, League Historian

From the archives – Spring, 1952

The Junior Dane County Conservation League is sponsored by the D.C.S.L. under the leadership of President Elmer T. Culver.  The Junior League was formed this year, and is composed of a number of enthusiastic high school students.  A fine job of stream improvement, streamside fencing and tree planting, all supervised by the Wisconsin Conservation Dept, was done on Tipperary Creek.  The ultimate goal of this group is a watershed control which is a real step in the right direction for grass root conservation.  This will be a cooperative effort of farmers, landowners, conservation dept, county agent, and the Conservation League.  Stream improvement performed by members of the Dane County Sportsmen’s League in cooperation with Wisconsin Conservation Department on Tipperary Creek, Dane County, Brooklyn public hunting grounds is as follows: Installing rock wing deflectors in combination with log and rock bulkhead with willow plantings.  Rock wing deflectors will narrow the stream flow and prevent corner seepage with willow planting above device for deep-water cover.

