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     SUMMER EDITION, 2007 

PURPLE LOOSESTRIFE WORKDAY

Fortunately, we had some luck with the weather and the day turned out to be a great one.  Roughly twenty members with their families, grandchildren and a student intern from the DNR constructed not just one, as was our hope, but two mass Galerucella (beetle) rearing pens.  On our way out to the first site, Canadian geese flew right over our heads.  As we were wrapping up the first and starting the second pen, Sandhill cranes started calling and lifted off not far from where we were, flying directly overhead.

The pens are 12’x12’x6’ walk-in lumite cages, supported by structure pipe and special fittings.  Soil was cleared of deadfall and dead grasses.  The DNR and their students will visit the sites on a periodic basis and will place 1,000 beetles in each pen.  When the time is right, the beetles will be released in August.  Each pen will have 100,000 beetles ready to start feasting on loose-strife.  These beetles are the only known means of getting rid of loosestrife, as it is their food source.  The federal government has approved their use.  They are also evaluating another beetle with the hope that it can eradicate the mustard plant that is also becoming a huge burden. Some of the folks who helped set the pens up have been by the site since and look forward to seeing how things develop over the next two months. A big thank you to those who helped with this workday:                                                       










                (Dave Pulda working on some of the pens)


Jack Bond     Ed Brost     Fred & BJ Panke     Jack Bell     Dave Wilken     Don Gostomiski
Jerry & Theresa Sands and their boys, Matt & Bryan       Dave Pulda         Jerry Paffenroth      

Wayne Fosdal and grandsons, Jacob & Jordan Yates          Lowell Carter    Dean Waldenmaier     

FROM THE PREZ - Ed Brost 

The Banquet was a huge success! The committee put on an outstanding event. A huge "thank you" to all the members who put in a lot of time setting this up. The program really moved along, thanks to Master of Ceremonies Marty Kay. 

On another note, the pheasant farm suffered some damage from the last big wet snow. We will need lots of help for the next four or five Saturdays.  Get your work hours in.  Birds will be out of the brooders and into the runs the week of June 14th. 

HIGHWAY CLEAN-UP
On an early morning in April, eight hearty souls met at the pheasant farm to start our highway clean-up for 2007.  After a wake-up call of coffee and doughnuts, they started their trek down Hwy 18-151. Sixteen garbage bags later, our one mile stretch of highway was litter-free. It's always amazing to see the amount of litter people carelessly throw from their cars. However, nothing out of the ordinary was discovered by our workers this year. 

We thank everyone who took part in our small attempt to keep the outdoors a little cleaner. Our next highway clean-up will take place this fall.  It's an easy way to get some work hours, so we hope to see some new faces at the next one.                                                                                       

 (Highway clean-up:  A family affair)


2007 DCCL BANQUET 
The Dane County Conservation League once again put its best foot forward with another outstanding banquet. The banquet committee, headed by Jay Schmidt, had a truly gala event. This small group works tirelessly to put on one of the best banquets around. The League owes this group a big thank you. 

Our banquet, hosted by Marty Kay (" Big Red" of the Big Wild radio show), had a great many prize winners. As is tradition, there were a variety of raffles, including some of the best guns to be given away at any banquet in the area. The charity raffle supported the Wisconsin River Chapter of NAVHDA's annual hunt for seriously ill children to participate in. 

The League wants to thank everyone who worked that evening, as well as the sponsors who generously supported the event. You made your banquet a great party and a fun way to be involved with others from the League. Hope to see everyone at the banquet next year, marking the League's 75th year in existence. 

STAKE IN THE LAKES 

Saturday, June 9th is the annual “Take a Stake in the Lakes” clean-up day for Lakes Mendota and Monona. We will be doing our usual Tenney Park-Yahara River clean-up.  We will meet at the Yahara River locks at 8:30 a.m. and should be finished by 12:00 noon. 

Bring gloves and any instrument you have for picking up plastic and assorted trash. This also counts as League work hours. 

2007 GOLF OUTING 
Mark your calendars and sign up for the 2007 DCCL Golf Outing being held on August 3.  We will be playing at Foxboro Golf Club in Oregon. This scramble is open to the first 18 foursomes to register (see registration form in this newsletter.) 

As always, there will be great hole prizes, 

a chance at big money hole-in-ones, and door prizes for everyone. Lunch will be served following golf.  Sign up early and don't be left out. This event filled up early last year. See you August 3.  FORE!                                               
2007 SCHOLARSHIPS AWARDED             

Each year, DCCL awards scholarships to Dane County high school graduates who will be majoring in environmental, forestry, wildlife management or other conservation-related studies. 

We are pleased to award scholarships to Courtney McKoy of Deerfield and Kevin Maund of McFarland. Best wishes to both of them as they further their educations. 

                                                                                   (Our scholarship winner, Courtney & family)      

We are also proud to be sponsoring middle school student Sonia Urquidi of Madison in a UW​- Stevens Point Central Wisconsin Environmental Station camp this summer. 

LEAGUE'S PRAIRIE BURNED 

We burn our prairie annually to eliminate woody plants and allow fifty-nine types of natural prairie plantings to grow into the prairie as it exists today. Our seven year old prairie is beginning to show all its plantings and color. Thanks to all who assisted with the burn. Dave Wilken and others recently expanded the prairie by working up and planting the ground just to the east of the established prairie. We'll see how that develops over the next few years compared to the original portion. 

FARM ACTIVITIES 

The quail chicks have been with us for about three weeks, and the pheasant chicks will be two weeks old when you receive this newsletter.  Within two to three weeks the birds will be out of their brooders, stretching their wings, and having a good time in the runs and pens. The quail will be for sale by the middle of July.  While this writer enjoys working at the farm any time of the year, there are three times I really enjoy. First, when the birds first arrive as day-old chicks. Second, when they are first released into the catch pens and runs. Their excited chatter and stretching of wings are a real treasure to see. Also, now is the time to see how the birds begin to change during the rest of the season.  Lastly, when they are rounded-up for members to release, or to be sold to others for release. We heard from a number of people that the quail and pheasants they released last year had very successful broods this year. The birds should begin showing color by the time of our Open House on August 11. 

We will need assistance at the farm every Saturday until the birds are released in late August. If you can’t work on Saturdays and a different day of the week works better for you, please contact a director to make arrangements. There will be one Saturday when we will cull the prairie of trash plants, such as the ever present thistle.

Special thanks to Bruce and Lisa Wacholz, who sat with the chicks for their first two weeks, as they have for a number of years.  Thereafter, Eric and Mary Jo Brinkmann, Bill Stickford, and Jay Langfeld each take a week to see the 2,500 little ones through their first few weeks.   Also, thanks to Ron Brinkmann for chairing our bird care group. 

Thanks also go to Don Sprang and Jerry Paffenroth for disking, seeding and fertilizing the pens, and Lowell Carter for chasing a few things down for a couple of work days.

BIRD ELIGIBILITY - WORK HOURS
Earning work hours through the year gives members a chance to receive pheasants in late August.  In recent years, eligible members each received 15 birds.  We expect to do the same this year, barring any unforeseen losses.  Those interested in receiving birds need to work 15 or more hours on League projects. Good opportunities are the weekly farm projects completed on Saturday mornings, the Golf Outing, the Open House, and two work days on conservation projects that will take place before the birds are released.  A number of members even earned hours while enjoying the banquet. 

Here is a sample of upcoming opportunities: 

July
Farm work every Saturday morning until the birds are released in August


and September. 

August
Assist with Golf Outing and the Open House 

Preparing the birds for release and closing the farm - every Saturday

September
Work to close the farm by October.

Prepare the area for winter wheat.

Other opportunities will be announced throughout the year. 

DCCL BANQUET HISTORY

While we just recently held our 13th annual banquet under the current format, the League has a long history of holding dinners, banquets and raffles going back to our beginnings in the 1930's. Wild game feeds were popular in· the 1930's such as a crow hunt in which 1,500 crows were bagged (and eaten) by members. In the 1940's the League held sports shows in the spring and fall to honor hunters and fishermen with prizes. The 1950’s brought about a different program - a buffalo dinner with Carson Gulley as the chef.  The buffalo dinner continued as a popular event in the 1960's. 

Starting in March 1973, the League put on a DCCL Recognition Night, which was a big success. 1973 was the League's 40th anniversary and the banquet became an annual event for quite some time. During the 1980's, DCCL’s annual awards and recognition banquet continued honoring conservationists with door prizes and a raffle for two Owen Gromme prints.  The mid-80’s brought about many door prizes and raffles, however, the whole idea of raffles was questioned in March 1988 and the more traditional awards and recognition banquet returned in October 1989.

In the early 1990's the awards banquets ceased, mainly due to lack of members to organize and run them.  Raffles were held at some membership meetings.  Banquets were not held again until 1995 when a small group of DCCL directors decided to give it a try.  125 members and guests attended that dinner at the VFW Hall, which also included raffles. The banquets have grown over the past 13 years to become one of the primary fundraisers for the League.  So when we say it is the 13th or 14th annual banquet, that simply counts the number of years it has continuously been held in the current format. While we certainly recognize the hard work put into all the previous events, personally, I think I prefer this current format over its early beginnings of eating crow!

TRIP TO PRAIRIE CHICKEN FESTIVAL 

On April 21st, President Ed Brost and Cathy Matts took a trip to the Prairie Chicken land that the Dane County Conservation League has a vested interest in. The League owns 4,400 acres of land which is a portion of this site.  On this weekend, the Golden Sands Resource Conservation and Development Council celebrated their second annual Prairie Chicken Festival. There were many activities for individuals to seek out, such as viewing the prairie chickens as they boom early in the morning, learning about their habitat, visiting the homestead of the couple who took an interest in the prairie chickens in the early years and many other events too numerous to mention. 

The DNR has quite an elaborate facility on the grounds.  One of the features is that it is completely heated and cooled by Mother Nature.  There is a beautiful overview of a section of the property from the building along with a number of walking areas. President Brost has quite an extensive amount of knowledge and literature which he shared with me during the trip.  I am quite sure he would share this information with anyone who is interested. If you have an opportunity to visit the area, please do so, as I am sure you would thoroughly enjoy it.  I know I did!                                                                       

                                                                                             (Ed Brost sharing his wisdom with others)  

EARLY BEGINNINGS - Jack Bell, League Historian 

   From the Wis. State Journal – May 2, 1947 

The All Wisconsin Sports Show, now being held at the University of Wisconsin Field House, will draw over 5,000 each day ... 10,000 total. 

Tournament Scores - Bait Casting 

Dane County Sportsmen 


Al Christensen 90 
Tony Mickle   88 


Hans Sorenson 93 
TOTAL 
   271 

Other Teams - Cast Tournament - Four Teams 


East Side Businessmen 
Total Scores 269 


Yahara Fishermen's Club 
Total Scores 265 


West Side Businessmen 
Did Not Cast 

High Individual Scores

Ted Field 
  
East Siders  
93

Hans Sorenson  
Sportsmen     
93

In the Regular Event 

Cast-Offs



Al Christensen
Sportsmen
  93



Harry Vogts

East Siders
  93




--------



Sorenson

Sportsmen
  86



Mickle

Sportsmen
  86



Christensen

Sportsmen
  93







     TOTAL
267

Vogts


East Siders
  93



Field


East Siders
  87



Unknown

East Siders
  85







     TOTAL
265

A REMEMBRANCE OF ROBERT E. ZIMMERMAN - By Jack Bell 


Born: August 23,1922 
Died: March 17, 2007 

As I remember Bob, he was a true sportsman, always pleasant to be with. We would talk about our forays into the Northwoods seeking the coverts for the wily ruffed grouse and woodcock with our four-legged companion. Bob's outdoor haunts were in Florence County in the Fence area. Dane County trout streams have benefited greatly because of his work in stream restoration, namely Mt. Vernon and Black Earth creeks. The Dane County Conservation League was very fortunate to have Bob as an active member.  Wishing you good hunting and fishing, Bob. 

LEAGUE CALENDAR – 2007

Every Saturday is a workday at the Farm.  Come for all morning, or a couple of hours.

JUNE


 9  -  Stake in the Lakes – Meet at Yahara  River locks at 8:30 a.m.

19 -  Board of Director’s Meeting

JULY


17  -  Board of Director’s Meeting

AUGUST

  3  -  Golf Outing – Foxboro Golf Course, Oregon, Wi

11 -  Open House

 21  - Board of Director’s Meeting

Membership meetings are held at the VFW Hall, 133 E. Lakeside St., Madison, beginning at 7:30 p.m.  Board meetings are also held at the VFW Hall, beginning at 7:00 p.m.  Members are welcome to attend.

YOUTH EXPO – 2007

On May 18th and 19th thousands of people descended upon the Dodge County Fairgrounds in Beaver Dam to take part in the 2nd Annual Wisconsin Youth Outdoor Expo.  The DCCL is proud to have been a major sponsor in this event as on Friday over 4000 4th and 5th graders from across the state along with teachers and chaperones enjoyed a great day to learn about the Great Outdoors and what they can learn from it.  If just 10% of these students become interested in outdoor activities or a profession, our environment is in good hands for the next generation.  On Saturday many families attended to hopefully teach their children to appreciate what we have.

Many people were very appreciative of the work the League has done for the Prairie Chicken population in the state.  I was surprised at how many youngsters actually knew that our stuffed mascot “Harry” was a Prairie Chicken.  One of them even asked if it was a lesser or greater Prairie Chicken!

I hope that this Expo continues to grow and the DCCL will be a big part of making it happen every year.  Thanks to all the league members who helped out at our booth this year.

