Past newsletters
League website:  dccl. org                                 SPRING EDITION, 2007

PHEASANT FARM OPENING SOON

Spring is here once again, and with it, the opening of the Pheasant Farm for the 2007 season.  The stored vehicles will be cleared out on April 14th and we will begin getting ready for the arrival of the new pheasant and quail chicks the following week.  This is a great time for all members to get in the habit of giving a few hours of work to the League.  There is never a shortage of work to be accomplished on any given Saturday.  On April 21st, the highway clean-up crew will meet out at the farm.  We will also start preparing the brooders for the chicks, check the water lines to make sure they are leak free and ready to go, and inspect the netting for needed repairs.  As always, workers are needed to get the farm in tip-top shape.  We appeal to all members to take part – don’t rely on others to get the job done.  One of our directors will open the farm every Saturday and have a list of chores that need to be completed.  Arrive any time after 8 a.m. on Saturday mornings; we are normally done by noon. If you haven’t been to the farm before, come out and introduce yourself.  It’s a great way to meet other members and get involved.  If you’re already a regular, thank you.  

PURPLE LOOSESTRIFE WORK MORNING

This Saturday, April 14, those interested can take part in building a mass-rearing cage that will house 100,000 beetles (not the Asian ones), the primary predator that assists our wetlands in controlling the very invasive purple loosestrife.  In a two hour timeline we should be able to build a 12 by 12 by 6 foot cage which will be made up of 29 six foot pipes, fittings and netting.  We will carry the items out to the field site, Dunlop Hollow off Hwy 78, east of Mazomanie, and assemble them.  Hex wrenches come in handy for the pipe fittings.  We will clear the site of old above-ground vegetation by burning it or clearing with shovels, loppers and/or rakes.  By clearing the area we lessen the predator load inside the cage.   If you are interested, we plan to meet at Rookies, which is about two miles west of Black Earth on the south side of Hwy 14 at 9:00 a.m.  Once gathered, we will drive a couple of miles up Hwy 78 to our site at Dunlop Hollow.  This region is loaded with loosestrife.  Once done, if you like, we can lunch at Rookies and feel good about a very worthwhile contribution to help our wetlands.  Rubber boots may be necessary, and if you have a hex wrench, rake or shovel, feel free to bring it.  Any questions, please call Dave Pulda at 845.9892. 

REMINDER OF HIGHWAY CLEANUP

Mark your calendar!!  The highway cleanup is scheduled for Saturday, April 21, 2007 at 9 a.m. at the farm.    Let’s all hope for nice weather and lots of help to clean up our portion of Highway 18-151.  Donuts and refreshments will be served.  (It’s also Earth Day –  another good reason to help clean up our environment.)

BANQUET UPDATE

Tickets are still available for our annual DCCL banquet which will be held on April 26, 2007 at the MAC Heights in Verona, WI.  You don’t want to miss out on what’s sure to be an exciting event!  Make your reservations now!  If you have questions, contact Cathy Matts, 3022 Fairview St. #2, Madison, WI 53704 (241-2329)  or Dave Pulda,  3602 Country Grove Road, Madison, WI 53719 (845-9892).

CHECK YOUR ADDRESS LABEL

Is your membership current? Please check the year included on your address label to be sure.

If it shows, 2007, 2008 or LIFE, you are current with your membership.  If not, please take a few minutes to renew.  Membership levels: Individual - $25, Family - $35, Contributor - $50, Patron - $100.  Dues may be sent to:  DCCL, P.O. Box 44039, Madison, WI 53744-4039.

TOKEN CREEK CONSERVANCY WORKDAYS

Again this year, there will be workdays at the Token Creek Conservancy in the Town of Windsor beginning April 28 and continuing the third Saturday of each month through October.

The Conservancy is located on Egre Road.  To get there, take Portage Road north from Highway 19 in Token Creek and turn left onto Egre Road about 1 ½ miles from Hwy 19.  The Conservancy is located on the right (south) side of the road.  You won’t miss the big sign. 

These workdays are devoted to helping to control and remove invasive species, cleaning up the park, and helping to mark the boundaries of the park.  The workday runs from 8-noon and water is provided.  Bring along shears, chain saws, loppers or just yourself to lend a hand. 

MEMBERSHIP MEETINGS

January – The January membership meeting was highlighted by the presentation of the Conservationist of the Year award to Kathleen Falk.  Members of the Year were the father/son                                                       duo of Floyd and Greg Scheel.    Youth Member of the Year was Jacob Yates.
 (Pres Ed Brost  presenting Kathleen Falk with her award)                                        (Pres. Brost  with the dynamic duo)

The election of directors also took place. Board members Ed Brost, Ed Fuss, Dwaine Rundle and Jennifer Smith were re-elected.  Don Hammes was also on the ballot.  The Board elected Ed Brost to his second term as President, Randy Buisker as Vice President, Ed Fuss as Secretary and Jennifer Smith as Treasurer.                                                                    
The great turn-out of members were treated to a wonderful presentation by Craig James of the Dane County Parks Department.  Craig highlighted the areas where the county is obtaining new park land and expanding existing parks.  He also pointed out that the county is making every effort to expand hunting in all county parks.

Bill Schmied was once again the lucky winner of the grand prize in our raffle drawing.  Bill then generously donated one of the guns he previously won to this year’s banquet.  Bill has not only been a sponsor for every one of the past 13 banquets, he is also a loyal supporter of the DCCL.  

February – The February membership meeting was a lively roundtable discussion touching on many topics.  Our president, Ed Brost, discussed the recent Conservation Lobby Day and led the 31 members attending through many conservation related concerns.   Although we didn’t have a featured speaker, the evening was very informative and gave all a chance to share their thoughts and feelings on any subject they cared to bring up.  This meeting had more member input than any in recent memory.

The longest tail feather contest was hotly contested this year, with Don Sprang and Scott Pharo sharing top honors.  

As at every monthly meeting, our raffle offered prizes ranging from guns to birdhouses.                                                                                                        Randy Buisker took home a nice shotgun that evening.

  (Don Sprang with  his winning tail feather)                                                      (Randy Buisker’s new toy) 

March – David Drake, Wildlife Biologist with the University of Wisconsin, gave a very informative talk to 35 DCCL members at our March meeting.  We all learned some history about the prairie chicken, how and why its territory is shrinking, and the steps being taken to ensure its survival in Wisconsin.  

The radio collaring of birds brought from Minnesota and chicks hatched in Wisconsin to track their movement was of particular interest to this writer.  David’s entire presentation, including the question and answer portion, were well received by all in attendance. 

         (An expert on prairie chickens)

Jerry Sands took home the top prize in our monthly raffle, a very nice handgun. Mike Rounds won second choice of a rod & reel that he’ll put to good use. 

This was our last meeting until they resume in September.  Have a great summer and we’ll see you at the farm and other DCCL events.     

                 (Mike Rounds)

BIRDHOUSE BUILDING

A diverse cross-section of the DCCL family gathered at the VFW on Lakeside Street on Saturday, February 10 for the annual birdhouse building.  Everyone, young and old alike, worked hard to put together approximately 150 structures, including bluebird, bat, and for the first time in many years, woodduck houses.  

                                                                     (Upcoming DCCL members at work)

All participants enjoyed the camaraderie of the project and sharing stories over coffee and doughnuts.  The workers were rewarded with a bluebird house to take home in exchange for their hard work.  As always, this continues to be DCCL’s most popular workday.

NOTE OF APPRECIATION:

Just a short note of appreciation to all who participated at the Madison Fishing Expo in February.  Even though the weather didn’t cooperate, the event was a great opportunity for the DCCL to show itself to the general public and we were well received.  The Expo was well served by those of us who worked the gate and the kid’s fishing pond.  We sold birdhouses as well.  Next year, with continued support from our members, we should have another chance to show what the DCCL is all about.

WORK PROJECTS:

Once again the Board of Directors have approved many different projects in the area that will give members the chance to get work hours toward their birds in the fall.  These projects are all worthwhile in doing good things for our Natural Resources and the environment.

One of these areas is in the Deansville Marsh/Maunesha River area near Marshall.  These workdays are being organized by Capital Water Trails with the ultimate goal of restoring the natural flow of the river back through the middle of the marsh.  This will give more access to the area for the public to enjoy it.

These workdays are April 29, May 12 & 19, and June 16 & 30.  More info on these and other workdays sponsored by CWT can be found on their website which is linked to the DCCL site.

WISCONSIN OUTDOOR YOUTH EXPO ‘ 07

The Dane County Conservation League has again signed on as a sponsor of the Wisconsin Outdoor Youth Expo.  This event is being held at the Dodge County Fairgrounds in Beaver Dam on May 18 & 19.  Friday is open to all 4th & 5th graders in Wisconsin and Saturday is open to all families.  Both days are free to all.

The purpose of this event is to encourage youth to become interested in the outdoors through a series of interactive ‘camps’ set up across the Fairgrounds.  Camping, Outdoor Heritage, ATV’ing, Fishing, Archery, Firearm Safety, and Sporting Dogs are some of the things to “See, touch and do.”

This is the 2nd annual event and this year’s student registrations are more than two months ahead of last year’s.

The DCCL will have an exhibition area at this year’s Expo to show how we are dedicated to preserving what we have and what we hope to continue to do for our Resources.  If you are interested in attending this very worthwhile event, please contact a Director.

EARLY BEGINNINGS – Jack Bell, League Historian

   From the Wis. State Journal – “Hook, Line & Sinker, June 3, 1946

“For many years the extent to which carp destroy woods in Wisconsin lakes has been a matter of dispute.  Duck hunters have blamed the carp for the disappearance of wild rice, wild celery and other aquatic plants.  The recent Conservation Bulletin reported an experiment was conducted in 1944-45 at the Madison Hatchery where a pond was divided by a fence on one side of which 14 adult carp were planted.  

Before the test the pond bottom was covered uniformly with a dense growth of waterweed, sage, leafy pondweed, pickerelweed, coontail and a few plants of wild rice.  When the pond was drained, 51 days later showed that the bottom had been transformed into virtually a desert.  Much of the vegetation was consumed as food; a great deal was destroyed through being rooted up as the carp probed the bottom for the young, tender roots and roots of the plants; and for the animal food in the bottom supporting the plants.  The experiment shows that the destruction of aquatic vegetation is a very real thing.  It also demonstrated that there is a selected feeding and destruction with certain aquatic plants preferred.  Pondweed was torn out quickly, coontail followed in a short time, pickerelweed was not disturbed until only that and waterweed remained, and only after waterweed had been heavily grazed.  When the pickerelweed was attacked, it was destroyed completely within a period of less than two weeks.

COMMENT FROM TOM FISHER – PAST PRESIDENT:

“I have been a life member of the DCCL for years.  I was a Board member for years and I was the President and Vice President for years (such as at the 50th year banquet/fundraiser!)  I periodically attend monthly meetings even though I live in Columbia County.  I started the raffle ticket idea and worked on a lot of DCCL projects from the Sugar River to pheasant pens and other fundraisers as well as 30 years in your hunter safety program.  I take offense at the “13th” Annual Fundraising Banquet” statement for the banquet!  Does this imply that the League’s history is meaningless?  You are here because we were there!  This is an insult to those of us who put in hundreds of hours and work for the DCCL Fundraising Banquets that have been held for many years and this is not a 12-13 year idea.”

HUNTER SAFETY CLASSES

The DCCL is again sponsoring Hunter Safety Classes, which are held at North Bristol Sportsman’s Club. These are one-day classes in which students do their studying at home from a CD-ROM and attend the ‘field day’ to complete that class.

This year, we are holding two-one day classes on April 28 and 29. Class size is limited to 30 students per class and fill fast. Another set of classes will be held in the fall.

Check out the Wisconsin DNR website at www.dnr.wi.gov  for more info on these classes.

IN MEMORY OF:

ROBERT  E. DOMEK, age 76, died on February 18, 2007.  Bob was born in Chicago, and grew up in Brodhead.  He had been Director of Personnel at Madison Gas & Electric before retirement.  After retirement, Bob was an active member of the Dane County Conservation League.  Saturday mornings would find Bob and his hunting dog at the pheasant farm working with other members.  The members of the League will miss Bob’s friendly manner.

BOB ZIMMERMAN, Robert (the Chief) Zimmerman passed away on Saturday, March 17, 2007 at the age of 84.  Bob worked for Standard Oil, the Wisconsin Petroleum Association, and retired from the State of Wisconsin in 1978.  Bob enjoyed beekeeping, gardening and selling his berries and honey at the Farmer’s Market.

He had a real passion for conservation work.  Bob spent many hours on DCCL restoration projects on the Sugar River, Mount Vernon and Black Earth Creeks.  He will be greatly missed by everyone in the conservation community.  Bob’s wishes were that memorials be sent in his name to the Nature Conservancy or Hospice Care Inc.

