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BLUEBIRD BUILDING PROJECT

REMINDER:  The annual bluebird/bat house building will take place earlier than last year.  The building will start around 8:30 a.m. on Saturday, March 4, 2006 at the milkhouse located at Badger Prairie in Verona.  Bid Schlotthauer and his son, Bob, have cut out 177 houses so we will have plenty of work to keep us busy.  We will be working on different types of wren and bluebird houses along with tree swallow houses and a few bat houses.  Hope you can join us.  Remember, everyone who works can take a birdhouse home with them and this also counts toward work hours.  The League will provide some drills and hammers but if you have any extras, please bring them along.  Refreshments will be provided.  P.S.  Remember to bring the kids. 

2006 ANNUAL MEETING

The first annual meeting of 2006 was held on January 24.  There was an excellent turnout that evening as there were numerous items on the agenda that needed to be addressed.  First on the agenda was the election of four members to the Board of Directors.  Fred Panke and Robb Thole had decided not to seek re-election and two other board members were up for re-election.  President Ed Fuss thanked Fred and Robb for their hard work and dedication to the board, they will be hard to replace. 

The members nominated were:  Larry Schoenemann, Randy Buisker, Jerry Paffenroth and Dave Pulda.  These members were unanimously elected to the Board of Directors.  

The new officers of the Board of Directors are:  Ed Brost, President; Tim Thompson, Vice President; Ed Fuss, Secretary and Jennifer Smith, Treasurer.

                                      (The Board of Directors - 2006)

Newly-elected Ed Brost then presented departing President Ed Fuss with a plaque for his hard work and commitment as President of the League for the past two years.

                       (Ed Brost presenting plaque to Ed Fuss)

Bob Domek and Don Sprang were co-winners of the Member of the Year Award.  They both have given years of hard work at the pheasant farm and continue to do so.  Don has also served, long term, as one of our Board of Directors.  Congratulations to both of them.

                                   (Co-winner Bob Domek)   

Conservationist of the Year went to Penni Klein.  Penni has dedicated much of her time to the Pheasant Branch Conservancy and other projects too numerous to name.

                  (Penni receiving her award from President Ed Fuss)

She is a hard worker and the League couldn’t have selected an individual who is more deserving of this award.  Congratulations Penni!!

The Longest Tail Feather this year went to Jerry Sands.  

Tim Thompson reminded members of the Youth Expo in Beaver Dam in May.  Volunteers are needed to make this a success.  If you wish to volunteer, do so soon.  Remembers, these  hours will be counted as work hours for the League.

Tim also introduced Ed Saur of the Token Creek Watershed Association.  He presented an excellent slide show showing the progress that has been made in the Token Creek area and projects that will be continuing in the upcoming months/years.  

To end the evening, the new President, Ed Brost, was honored again by winning the major door prize – a 357 handgun.

February Membership Meeting

Gary Gaard, a board member of the Bluebird Restoration Association of Wisconsin (BRAW) will be our guest speaker at the February membership meeting.  We will be holding one of our monthly raffles that evening also.  Come learn about bluebirds and hopefully win one of our great raffle prizes!! See you there.  

TOKEN CREEK WATERSHED ASSOC. SPRING FORUM

On March 27 the Token Creek Watershed Association (TCWA) will be holding their annual Spring Forum at the Windsor Town Hall at 6 PM.  Doors will open at 5 PM.  The Windsor Town Hall is located just east of Highway 51 on Mueller Rd., which is north of DeForest.

Scheduled to be there are representatives from the DNR who will give an update on the project that is underway at the Culver Springs Conservancy.  This is an area of long-time interest to the DCCL and we have been doing some good work projects there the past couple of years. These workdays will be ongoing and you will be able to put those hours worked towards birds in the fall.  Each 3rd Saturday of the month from April to October are work days.  

Also the TCWA is hoping to get a Friends of Token Creek County Park group formed.  Other groups who are concerned with this area will have displays on hand to learn a little more about them.

HIGHWAY CLEANUP

The DCCL semi-annual highway clean up will be held on April 22 starting at 9:00 a.m.  Before the 9:00 start there will be donuts, coffee, hot chocolate and juice.  Cathy Matts has promised to bring the $31.00 found in a previous highway clean up to warm everyone at the Riley Tavern afterwards. This event is always a fun time enjoyed by all who participate.  There will be sign-up sheets at the February and March membership meetings.  Come out and help clean our one-mile stretch of the highway.  It’s a good way to get started on your work hours for the summer.

BANQUET UPDATE

The banquet is progressing quite well.  We are over halfway reaching our goal of 250 reservations.  If you want to be part of a fun evening – get your application in soon and mark your calendar for April 27th.  An application is included in this newsletter.  

UPDATE ON OUTDOOR EXPO 2006

Tim Thompson wants to remind everyone again of the importance of the Youth Expo that is being held in Beaver Dam.  It’s a wonderful way to introduce youth to the outdoors.  From all indications the turnout will be phenomenal and volunteers are sorely needed, so if you can spare any amount of time to help it would be greatly appreciated.  You can find out more information about this event online at www.wisexpo.com. 

“IT AIN’T UST PULLIN THE TRIGGER”

     Farley James

This past fall our duck camp had two campaigners who were pushing 80 years of age.  One can barely hear and the other is pretty much deaf.  One can’t walk too far and the other had shoulder surgery such that he can’t lift his arm much above a ground swat.  They’re only about a month apart in birthdays and they swapped stories about the days they were drafted for the Korean War (I think it’s safe that I don’t refer to it as a “police action”).

When we head for the marsh, Dick and Fritz are sure to have something to sit on, a pocket full of shells ranging from #2’s to 7½’s, some lead, because that was what was in their hunting coat in 1974 when they went to Canada.  Neither could be accused of devastating the duck population over the past couple of decades.

In addition to the two octogenarians we have a 12-year-old lab in camp with twice the I.Q. of the two younger dogs who are taking up room in the truck.  She’s too stubborn to stay in camp and the first chance she gets she squirts out the door to lay in front of the truck so she won’t be left behind.  No amount of cajoling will move her.  She has to be picked up and carried in any direction other than the bed of the pickup truck.

The water levels were high this year and the old guys were challenged to get into a place where they could sit down and not have water up to their armpits.  One day, sitting was just not an option, so Dick and I stood in knee-deep water in the cattails.  The mud gave us another 10 inches of depth.  Four teal blew through and we took a poke at them.  As I looked toward Dick, to see if he scored, I watched him ever so slowly tip over, from the recoil, not the “big one”.  One should feel a little sorry for this old soldier flopping around on his back in the muck and cattails, but laughing was the natural and more appropriate reaction.

Another day we were jumping potholes.  We checked out a large pothole that had a bunch of puddle ducks on it – that’s what us guys say when we know they aren’t “cans” or blue bills and can’t really pick out any green heads.  The wind was blowing hard and after we scoped out the pond it was time for a strategy session.  We had to station the two old guys where they might get some pass shooting while us “younger guys” (I’m 62!) would push the marsh and jump the birds.  As it was I had to yell to be heard over the wind and pierce the 82-decibel hearing barrier for Dick and Fritz.  The birds couldn’t stand it and left.

To add insult to injury I laid my new camo shotgun down in the grass, so I could do lots of hand gesturing, and it took us 20 minutes to find it!

As you may have noticed there are not a lot of fat greenheads lying in the decoys, no doubles or triples on geese, and the skies were never black with flocks of waterfowl.  We did shoot some pheasants while hunting ducks and some sharptail while hunting pheasants and had a terrific opportunity to bag a couple of big while tail bucks (even with #4 steel shot), but our total bag was a tad on the skimpy side.

So, could we have done better without the older guys dragging us down, better younger dogs, and a skilled guide?  Maybe, but I’d sooner leave my gun home – if I can find the damn thing.

Early Beginnings

      By:  Jack Bell, League Historian

From:“Hook, Line and Sinker” by Russ Fyre

April 2, 1944

Another meeting of interest to fishermen in this area will be held in the County Courthouse in Janesville, Sunday, April 16th at 3:00 p.m. to 

discuss the carp problem particularly in relation to Lake Koshkonong.  Al Reque, President of the Dane County Sportsmen’s League, received a letter last week from Kenneth Bick, Janesville High School Principal, asking him to notify sportsmen in the area.  It is announced as a Tri-County affair for persons interested in the three counties;  Rock, Dane and Jefferson, that border upon Lake Koshkonong.

“We fishermen want the subject discussed out in the open”, Bick wrote.  Neither Reque nor Asst. Conservation Director, Bob Gray, who has consented to attend the Janesville session, knows just what the Rock County group has in mind in relation to carp fishing.  Wayne Dallman, who succeeded Gray as Supt. Of Rough Fish Removal, also plans to attend.  More than one million pounds of carp were seized from Koshkonong last fall; and there is no present intention of netting the lake this spring.

IN MEMORIUM:

Francis W. “Bill” Murphy passed away on December 25, 2005 in Portage.  Bill was a practicing attorney for 46 years.  He served as special counsel to Columbia County on flood plain matters, and served for 47 years on the Wisconsin Conservation Congress - 22 of those years as its chairman.  He served as chairman of the Waterways Commission for six years, co-chairman of the Lake Michigan Task Force in 1976, was a member of the State Hunting Ethics Committee, and also the Special Hunting and Landowners Committee.  Bill was a founding member of the Portage Rod and Gun Club in 1950.

Bill Murphy was a guest speaker at the January 1995 DCCL membership meeting.  70 members and guests attended.    

CALENDAR OF EVENTS – 2006




February
21    Board of Director’s Meeting

28  Membership Meeting

March

  4    Bluebird Building @ milkhouse in Verona

21 Board of Director’s Meeting

28 Membership Meeting

April

18   Board of Director’s Meeting

22   Highway Cleanup

27 DCCL Banquet – Mac Center in Verona

May

16   Board of Director’s Meeting


  19 & 20   Youth Expo

June

20   Board of Director’s Meeting

July

18   Board of Director’s Meeting

28 DCCL Golf Outing – Foxboro Golf Course

August

15   Board of Director’s Meeting

September
19   Board of Director’s Meeting



26   Membership Meeting


