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OPEN HOUSE – AUGUST 12TH
The annual DCCL Open House will be held on August 12th this year.  We will again be serving chicken, hamburgers, hot dogs and brats.  Fresh sweet corn will also be on the menu.  Anyone wishing to provide a side dish or dessert is welcome to do so.  President, Ed Brost, aka “the Big Chef”, says food will be served beginning about 11:00 a.m. until 1:00 p.m.  Pop and adult beverages will be available for everyone.

The birds are growing by leaps and bounds and might be showing some good color by

then.  The prairie is also in full bloom with 

lots of interesting plants.  If you come early

there is always work to do.  You can build a great appetite and get those last work hours needed to get your pheasants.

This year we are adding a raffle to the fun.  A 12-gauge shotgun and print will be given away to two lucky winners.  We will also have a children’s raffle for kids under 16, so bring the whole family.   Come out; enjoy the farm, the birds, and some excellently prepared food.  Hope to see everyone, both members and friends on August 12th. 

CULVER CONSERVANCY CLEANUP DAY – AUGUST 19TH.

League members will get one last chance for credited work hours to go towards your birds on the above day.

If you don’t need the hours please join in anyway to help make this area a better place.

The hours are from 8-noon and the workday will be followed by a sweet corn feed. .

To get there take Highway 19 east from Highway 51 until you come into Token Creek.  Turn left on Portage Road and go about 1.5 miles north to Egre Road.  Turn right here and follow to the Conservancy.  There is a large sign along the road on the south side.  Follow the drive to a parking lot.

There is a large sign along the road on the south side.  Follow the drive to a parking lot.

Hope to see a good turnout from the League members for this worthwhile project.

Please bring along shears, chain saws, a wheelbarrow if you can and some gloves.  Many things need to be done.  If you can’t supply any equipment, your labor is more than enough.

FROM THE PREZ:

   By:  Ed Brost
The golf outing at Foxboro was a great success in spite of the 90-degree temperature.  It was fun being able to shoot at a prize on every single hole.  In addition, he bag on each cart had a treasure for everyone in the group.  We all wish we could shoot as well as the score we had on the scratch off cards!!  And after a hard day on the course, the roast pork dinner was absolutely delicious.  Many thanks to Keith & Linda Waier, Jack Bond, Jennifer Smith, Dave Wilken and Ed Fuss for arranging such a super outing.

There’s lot of color showing at the Pheasant Farm.  Thanks to Dave Wilken and company, the prairie flowers look great.  Sunflowers are providing shade for the birds.  A special thanks to the Sheels for keeping the water cups clean and flowing in this heat.  Quail are being sold and the pheasants are coloring up.  

Hope to see all the members at the Open House on August 12th.

MEMBERSHIP DUES

Please take a moment to make sure your 2006 dues have been paid.  The year your dues are paid through is indicated by your address.  If 

you have any questions abut whether you are current, please contact Ed Fuss at 238-8775.

DCCL is dependent on its membership dues to cover organizational costs.  Think of all the good things you get with your paid membership – newsletters, monthly meetings, open house, pheasants, and a chance to make a difference to our environment.  So if you have paid, thank you.  If you haven’t, please do so.  

BIRD RELEASE DAY

Bird release day for members is set for AUGUST 26TH.  The league has crates for rent at the farm if you need one.

Make sure you have paid your dues and complete your work hours by the 26th.  Anyone who hasn’t paid their membership dues won’t be able to take their birds until their membership is current.

The birds are looking as good as they ever have.  So even if you don’t want to take any birds, come out and take in the beauty of the farm and these wonderful quail and pheasants.

Additional birds may be purchased.  Pheasants are $9.50 for roosters and $8.00 for hens.  Quail are $4.00 each.

2006 DCCL GOLF OUTING

The DCCL Golf Outing was held at the Foxboro Golf Club in Oregon on July 28th.  

It was a warm one, but everyone seemed to enjoy themselves despite the heat.  The event was a sellout and a great success for all the golfers and the League.

The winning team shot a 63 and took home $100 in Applebee’s gift certificates.  No one was able to take advantage of the four hole-in-one prizes offered on the course, but everyone got a chance at the other great hole prizes provided to the League.

            (League members enjoying a good round of golf)

Before the golfing began, June Bennett was the winner of a $250 Ho Chunk/Dells Golf Getaway with her winning score of 69 in the 

scratch off contest. 

 Ralph Guerin was the winner of the Bennelli 12-gauge shotgun given away in our raffle.

After a wonderful pig roast dinner, our people where chosen to shoot for the $100,000 hole-

in-one prize.  Although the air got a little thin and no one was able to put their shot on the green, it was great excitement for everyone!!

The League can be very proud of the great job the golf outing committee did in putting together not only a wonderful golf tournament, but also a great party.  Remember to get your team in early next year, as we expect another fantastic event.

WISCONSIN OUTDOOR ALLIANCE YOUTH EXPO ‘06

       By:  Tim Thompson

On May 19th and 20th, the Wisconsin Outdoor Alliance held their Inaugural Youth Expo at the Dodge County Fairgrounds in Beaver Dam.

The League was an early sponsor to sign on for this event and in this person’s opinion it was well worth it.

I had the privilege of working along side Conservation Wardens from across the state 

in working at the air gun firing range for students and families from around the state.

On Friday, there were an estimated 3,000 students from 4th and 5th grade classes in Wisconsin.  On Saturday, families were welcomed.  While the turnout on Saturday was less than hoped for, the weather did have a part in it.

The looks on the faces of all the kids on Friday when they went to get their targets and compare them with their friends was priceless.

It was a very long yet enjoyable day and very rewarding.  It is my hope that the League continues to sponsor this event.

STAKE IN THE LAKES, 2006

         By:  Jack M. Bell

The Dane County Conservation League cleanup along the Yahara River between the Lake Mendota locks and Lake Monona took place on the morning of June 10.  Rain had occurred earlier in the morning; but several members arrived early for the cleanup under sunny skies.  Stan Allen, Ed Brost and Jack Bell met the Mann Café and Bakery on Sherman Avenue for coffee and rolls.

Cleanup activities began at 8:30 a.m.   Ed Brost, man in charge, handed out rubber gloves to Stan Allen, Bob Gelwitz, Jack Bell and Al Flygstad, a member of Trout Unlimited.

         (Looks like these guys are ready to do a day’s work)

Cathy Matts was the official photographer.  Steve Braker, representing Media Production for non-profit Worth-While Films, Poynette, 

was in attendance filming our clean-up activities with a video camera.  Steve is an active member of the Rowen Creek Watershed Group working with my good friend, George Natzke.

At about 11:00 a.m. our cleanup crew gathered with a final tally of six-garbage bags ¾ filled with garbage.  Stan found a nickel.  I found two pennies at the parking lot at Manna’s.

There were a few fishermen at Yahara.  One fisherman caught a large mouth bass, which was released.  Several northern pike were seen holding in the current as well as an occasional carp.  A mother mallard with nine little ducklings swam by on the opposite shore.

We had a good feeling making a small contribution to our environment.

ALERT ON WOLF DEPREDATION

    By:  George Meyer, Executive Director

                      Wisconsin Wildlife Federation

Currently the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service is in the process of delisting the Timber Wolf from the Federal Threatened and Endangered Species list.  Earlier this year the Service 

issued a depredation permit in the State of Wisconsin allowing the state and federal 

government to use lethal methods on wolves that were causing depredation of cattle or 

hunting dogs.  

In 2005, a U.S. District Court in Washington, D.C struck down a previous depredation permit in Wisconsin.  The Fish and Wildlife Service initiated a new permit process and corrected the previous errors that the District Court had found in the initial permit process.   

The Wisconsin and National Wildlife Federation again testified in support of the permit.

However, on July 19, 2006 the Humane Society of the United States, the Animal Protection Institute, Friends of Animals and 

their Environment, Help Our Wolves Live, Indigenous Environment Network, the Klamath Forest Alliance and RESTORE filed a lawsuit in the same federal court challenging the second Wisconsin depredation permit.  As of the publication date the court had issued no injunction against the permit.

The current depredation permit issued by the Service allows the take of up to forty-three depredating wolves in Wisconsin.  So far fifteen depredating wolves in Wisconsin have been trapped and euthanized under the permit.  Wisconsin currently had a minimum of 550 wolves; well over the federal recovery goal of 100 wolves.

The Wisconsin Wildlife Federation is in contact with the National Wildlife Federation on possible intervention in the lawsuit in support of the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 

and the Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources.  Stay tuned.

EARLY BEGINNINGS

     By:  Jack Bell, League Historian

From Hook, Line & Sinker 

    By:  Russ Pyre

Wisconsin State Journal – April 1, 1945

Members of the Dane County Sportsmen’s League will engage in a “cleanup job” at the League’s Token Creek property, Sunday, April 15th, Pres Joe Martin announced Saturday.  The date was left undecided by the 

League last Tuesday night pending decision as to whether the special fishing season in the Wolf, Rock and Wisconsin Rivers would open April 15th or earlier.  The open date now has been advanced to next Saturday, April 7th.

Wisconsin State Journal – Dec. 9, 1946

HOBBINS HEADS SPORTSMENS LEAGUE

John S. Hobbins, Cashier of the American Exchange Bank, was elected President of the Dane County Sportsmen’s League at the annual meeting of directors Friday night.  He 

was also named Chairman of the Board of Directors.  Other officers elected for 1946 

were:  Lawrence Gaumitz, First Vice President; Elmer Culver, Second Vice President; Dewey Johnson, Third Vice President; Al Christenson, Secretary an Ray Blied, Treasurer.  Christenson will also serve as Secretary of the Director’s Board.

Joseph Martin, the outgoing president, praised the membership of the League for their efforts to secure better hunting and fishing facilities 

in the area; and the incoming directors, H.D. Sorenson, Elmer Culver, and D.E. Scheak were welcomed.

Retiring directors, Dr. O.F. Meng and P.W. Cyr, spoke briefly on the need for increased membership to include returning veterans and sporting-minded young persons in Dane County.    

