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SEPTEMBER MEETING – SEPTEMBER 25
We will kick off the season of DCCL membership meetings on Tuesday, September 25 with speakers from the DNR.  A warden and wildlife specialist will update us on hunting regulations and what to expect in the field this year.  They will also take questions from the audience.  This is a good opportunity to catch up on any changes before setting out on your hunts this fall.  

Membership meetings are held at 7:30 p.m. on the 4th Tuesday of each month, September through March, at VFW Hall, 133 E. Lakeside St., Madison.  We feature guest speakers, provide DCCL business updates, hold a raffle and generally just have a good time every month.   

HIGHWAY CLEAN-UP – SEPTEMBER 29

The fall clean-up of our mile of Hwy 18/151 will be on Saturday, September 29.  Anyone interested in participating should meet at the pheasant farm at 9:00 a.m.  The farm is located on County Road J, just off Hwy 18-151 between Verona and Mount Horeb.  Get there a little early to enjoy some doughnuts and beverages beforehand.

ENDOWMENTS CREATED WITH NRF

DCCL has teamed up with the Natural Resources Foundation of Wisconsin to create two $50,000 endowment funds.  The DCCL Fund will support the League’s operations and projects.  The DCCL Prairie Chicken Fund will support prairie chicken restoration and habitat management.  Both funds are perpetual, meaning that the principal will remain in the funds forever.  Interest will be used to support the stated purpose of each fund.

Funding for these endowments came from monies DCCL received through the federal Grasslands Reserve Program.  Both of these funds are eligible to accept additional contributions at any time.  A donation in memory of Bob Zimmerman has already been added to the DCCL Prairie Chicken Fund.  We wish to thank Bob’s family for this contribution.      

FROM THE PREZ – Ed Brost

Wet, wet, wet – 15 inches of rain in August.  The birds at the farm seemed to survive in spite of wet conditions.  Looks like lots of cover for the birds to hide in!  We will have to work harder to harvest a few.  Read the article on the Prairie Chicken release on the Buena Vista Wildlife area…partly DCCL land.  If you find yourself going north, visit the area west of Bancroft on County Road W.  Good hunting and be careful.

(This article was written by Karen Madden of the Daily Tribune, Wisconsin Rapids.)  

Three Minnesota transplants are settling into their new home after arriving in Wisconsin on Thursday evening.  The new residents—greater prairie chickens—moved from Crookston, MN, which is near the western edge of the state.  Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources Wildlife Management Area Supervisor Greg Dahl and wildlife biologist Sharon Fandel hope the birds will mate with ones at the Buena Vista Wildlife area.  Sharon Schwab, project coordinator for the Golden Sands Resource Conservation and Development Council and chairwoman for the town of Grant, was happy to see the three birds take flight when they were released.

“It’s a very unique opportunity for central Wisconsin,” she said.  “It’s the last stronghold for the threatened bird in the state.”  The low number of prairie chickens in Wisconsin causes problems with breeding, leaving the birds not as strong, Fandel said.  By bringing birds in from Minnesota, the DNR is able to strengthen the bird population in Wisconsin.  “The overall goal of the project is to increase the genetic diversity of the Wisconsin prairie chicken population,” Fandel said.  

Fandel and Dahl drove to Minnesota on Wednesday to get the birds.  Fandel stayed up all night Wednesday, working with students from the University of Minnesota at Crookston and the University of Wisconsin-Madison to catch the prairie chickens.  The group had hoped to get more birds Wednesday evening, but only could catch the three, Dahl said.  Workers use radio tracking devices to locate the birds, and then net them.  The brush is thick this year, which hindered the search and capture mission, she said.  Another group of chickens will be released Friday.
The number of prairie chickens in the Buena Vista Wildlife Area is increasing, Dahl said.  During the April count last year, there were 327 males, up from 261 the year before.  Weather and other factors can contribute to how many birds get counted, he said.  Last year, the group released 40 prairie chickens, and this year they hope to release 25, Fandel said.  Of last year’s birds, 21 are still known to be in the area, and seven still have broods.  Workers have put radio collars on 14 of 36 chicks.

BIRD PICKUP 
The birds are really filling out and many of our members have already picked up their birds during the last couple of weeks.  Pheasants and quail are also still available to purchase.  Quail are $4.00; Roosters are $9.00 and Hens are $8.00

We still have plenty of birds left for members, so if you have not had an opportunity to get your birds, please do so.  There is also work to be done in preparation for the closing of the farm in October, so if you have some free time in the next month, the League could use your help. 

             (Ready for release)

GOLF OUTING

The Dane County Conservation League held its annual Golf Outing on August 3 at Foxboro Golf Club in Oregon.  Fifteen foursomes enjoyed a beautiful day on the course.  Each golfer received a door prize and very nice DCCL golf towel.  

Jerry Paffenroth was the big winner of the day.  Before he even teed off, Jerry won $100 for his hole-in-one on the scratch-off game.  His foursome then carried him to victory in the regular scramble event.  The unconfirmed rumor has it that they even used one of Jerry’s shots! 

Keith & Linda Waier once again put together a great event.  Linda was rewarded with a nice prize by winning the women’s long drive contest.  

The day ended with four golfers getting one shot at a hole-in-one to win $100,000.  Although no one was able to claim the prize, it was an exciting end to a very enjoyable day for all who took part.  (Be sure to ask President Brost about his attempt at the $100,000 shot.)

  (One of these golfers thought they had a shot) 
Thanks again to all the golfers who played that day and the workers who made it possible.  Hope to see you again in 2008.

OPEN HOUSE

More than 60 people attended our annual Open House on August 11 at the pheasant farm.  The crowd enjoyed a wonderful lunch and lots of camaraderie.  Ed Brost and Dave Pulda manned the grills, and members provided an abundance of delicious side dishes and desserts. The raffle benefited young and old alike, with brothers Jacob and Jordon Yates taking home a couple of the prizes.

        (Lots of help at the Open House)                                    (A couple of happy winners)

STAKE IN THE LAKES

On June 9th six members of the Dane County Conservation League converged at the Tenney Park Locks to do their part for the Stake in the Lakes.  Our portion to clean was again from the beginning of the Yahara River at Lake Monona to the locks at Tenny Park.
Ed Brost, Stan Allan, Bob Geiwitz, Jack Bond, Jim Drifke and Cathy Matts found that people are beginning to clean up after themselves, and as a result only 6 half-full bags were collected.  The most unique item found this year was an unopened rack of pork ribs. 

          (The crew)
Early Beginnings:  Jack M. Bell, League Historian

From the Wisconsin State Journal

“Hook, Line & Sinker” by: Russ Pyre – May 4, 1947

TROUT FISHING ON THE BRULE WITH SPORTSMEN’S LEAGUE MEMBERS

Madisonians returning from the Brule River country in Douglas County after last weekend’s opening of the early trout season reported “tough going” and little luck.

The water was still high and quite roily, according to Herb Anderson of the Conservation Department; and the fish bit only sporadically.  Some days last week they would hit for a half hour, or an hour; then quit for the day, he reported.  But some of the experienced “old timers” did pretty well at that.  “Irv” Jacobson and Bob Murray always are on hand for the Brule opening, and they always, or nearly always catch trout.  They know the stream and they know how to fish it.

Anderson says he was with them one day long enough to see “Jake” catch three big ones within an hour; and Bob was also doing well, he reported. Elmer Culver and Dr. Edward Schneider were just arriving Thursday when Herb left for home.  It rained and snowed hard again Thursday night; and the ground was white at Poplar.  There’s still plenty of time for good Brule fishing, because the season is young.  There are plenty of the big fish in the river, and better fishing awaits only favorable weather and water conditions, Anderson figured.  “It’s bound to improve, because it couldn’t be worse”, as he saw it.

IN MEMORIUM – Jack Bell
Neil R. Foye, age 71, passed away on May 27, 2007.  The League members were saddened to learn of Neil’s passing.  He was instrumental in getting the League’s pheasant farm into a smooth transition at its new location on CTH J.  Neil was a director of the League in the late 90’s, and acted as pheasant farm director for two years.  He and wife, Shirley, worked together as a team.  Shirley was President of the League in 2002.  Neil will be missed by all who knew him.  Our sympathy to you, Shirley.


