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NOVEMBER GUEST SPEAKER


Our guest speaker at the November 15 membership meeting will be the popular, and sometimes controversial, Patrick Durkin.  His work

appears regularly in the Wisconsin State Journal and Wisconsin Outdoor News.  Patrick will discuss recent hunting trips and give his thought on deer hunting and other outdoor issues of interest to Wisconsin hunters.  Be sure to mark your calendar for the third Tuesday of the month (Nov.15) for this meeting.  We meet the third Tuesday in November due to gun deer hunting season being open the following week.  As usual, meet at the VFW Hall, l33 E Lakeside St., Madison, WI at 7 pm.


Remember, also, there is NO membership meeting in December.




       JANUARY MEETING


Our annual meeting will be held on January 24, 2012, same time, same place.  We will elect new board members at that time.  The board members that are up for re-election this year are: Jerry Paffenroth, Dave Pulda and Randy Buisker.  Nomination will also be taken from the floor.   The guest speaker will be Rick Kalvelage, DCCL member, who will discuss the plans for the new pheasant habitat project on public land near Mazomanie.  

Remember to bring along your pheasant tail feather to see if you might be a winner this year.    
THE NEW PHEASANT PENS

A major project has just been completed at the pheasant farm.  Pens #1 and #2 have been demolished and replaced with newly designed pens.  Four pens replace the space where there were only two in the past.  It will aid in separating birds in smaller groups to avoid disturbing such large numbers when rounding them up for release in the fall.  Some photos are show in this newsletter, but we suggest that you stop by the farm before the snow gets deep to see the job for yourself.

This is the biggest project undertaken since the farm was constructed abut 16 years ago; and if you spent anytime there this summer, you know the pens were in bad shape in some areas.  We may also replace pens #3 and #4 next spring if finances allow.  Badgerland Fencing of Mt. Horeb was the contractor for the project.


We hope that the new facilities will encourage more members to become involved with the farm, since we can concentrate on raising birds rather than repairing holes in pens.  Without a doubt, we will have fewer fugitive birds in 2012.

DCCL GOLF OUTING

The DCCL golf outing was held on July 29, returning to Foxboro Golf Club in Oregon this year.  It was another fun-filled day, with perfect weather.  The event was won by the foursome of Dwaine Rundle, Jon Bloomer, Marlin Jung and Jeff Vitense.  Scott Pharo's Ideal Vault team took home the second place trophy.  Every golfer received a door prize and a free ticket to see the Central Division Champion Brewers play.  The Buisker family fared well in the raffles, taking home several top prizes including winning the 50/50 raffle.   

A big thank you goes out to everyone who helped run the event, recruited hole sponsors, gathered prizes and worked the day of the outing.  We need someone to take over running this event if it is to continue in the future.  Please contact President Ed Brost if you are interested in chairing this fun golf outing.  

OPEN HOUSE
It was a beautiful Saturday morning when we had our annual Open House.  There was plenty of food to eat, great conservation with friends and family members.  Ed Brost again was our chief cook and did a remarkable job as usual.  We had a great turnout and believe that everyone totally enjoyed themselves.  The League would like to thank everyone who provided appetizers, salads, desserts, etc.  
 FALL HIGHWAY CLEAN-UP

On October 15, five brave souls met at the pheasant farm to clean up the one mile stretch of Highway 18/151 adopted by the Dane County Conservation.  After enjoying some coffee and doughnuts, Ed Brost and his great grandson, Scott Pharo, Wayne Fosdal, and Jordan Yates  went out and collected six bags of debris.  As is usually the case on small projects, a few represented the League with stalwart work being done.  Hopefully we'll have a better turnout in the spring.  

Keep an eye out in future newsletters for all our work days and make an effort to do your part to help out on any projects that interest you.  If you are interested in leading the highway clean-ups next year, please contact Ed Fuss at (608)513-1119.   
GETTING READY FOR THE HUNT----Farley James

Work conflicts and other complications conspired to postpone our annual October duck hunt. This is a semi-religious occasion where the same general week is set aside for our foray into the marshes and sloughs of North Dakota. Despite its certainty, it always seems to sneak up on us and there’s a lot of last minute packing, searches for lost equipment, and vague recollections of things we decided to do the previous year in preparation for this year’s hunt. You know the routine “next year we should take a boat” or “we really need to bring some gear for field hunting.” 

This year was different, because we had three extra weeks for the preparation process. First was the trip over to the Flambeau Plastics factory outlet store. The target was Canada goose decoy shells---we already had a few floaters that just about fill up an entire pick-up truck (that we never use because we don’t want drag them to and through the marsh). I thought we were getting two dozen shells, but my cohort was aiming for four dozen. We compromised on three dozen. I usually carry the decoys so I had a little more leverage in this debate. 

While in the neighborhood there was a mandatory visit to the army surplus store for bungee cords, silicone spray, and other lower priority items. Then, a quick reconnaissance of the Farm and Fleet store.

As any good water fowler knows, if you’re going to spend xteen zillion dollars on a hunting trip, no sense on skimping on shells.  Here I draw the line and refuse to buy shotgun shells that come in smaller quantities than 25 per box. The manufacturers have caught on to this sales barrier and now sell very expensive shells in lots of 25. It’s not easy, and it may require therapy, but I’m trying to get past the angst of knowing that every time I pull the trigger a buck and some change go flying down the barrel. I’ll admit to being lax when it comes to locking my car when it’s unattended, but that’s not the case when I have shotgun shells in the vehicle, not at $27 at box.

Our duck decoy supply has withered over the years and the survivors all rattle, often leak, and or sport globs of black wader patching material. We could stand some upgrading in this department. This only occurred to us after our trip to the Flambeau store. Gander Mountain is closer, but it took two trips, too many choices. There will be a third trip as well, for lead weights and decoy line. Cancel that, just got a call, we’ll be stopping at Cabella’s in MN to pick up the lines and weights, along with an extra battery for the brand new motorized duck with the rotating wings.

We are taking a boat; the problem is the aluminum racks on our trailer have the potential to saw gunnels in-two on a 600 mile trip. Covering these with wood was not a minor project---you will not find the plans in Popular Science magazine.

Tonight we finish packing and tomorrow we head west, stopping at various stores to pick up stuff we forgot---a full week of hunting without socks or underwear can be a real strain. 

